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1) The Research Permit is valid through the expiration date on the permit. Permit length shall 

not exceed three years.  

2) Permits may be renewed if the duration of the project exceeds three years. For renewal 

requests, please contact the Reserve research coordinator. 

3) While conducting research in Reserves, the permittee must comply with all Reserve rules 

and regulations (see NC Administrative code, Title 15: subchapter 7O and relevant site 

management plan) and with any other applicable local, state and federal regulations. It is 

the permittee’s responsibility to be aware of legal obligations.  

4) The Research Permit does not eliminate the need to obtain any other state, local, or federal 

authorization. Research that involves alteration of the shore, bank, or bottom of the 

Atlantic Ocean or any sound, bay, river, creek in a designated Area of Environmental 

Concern may be considered “development” under the Coastal Area Management Act 

(CAMA) and require the permittee to go through the necessary approval and permitting 

processes prior to conducting research within Reserves. The permittee is responsible for 

obtaining all required local, state and federal permits (e.g. CAMA, NC Division of Marine 

Fisheries collecting permits).  

5) All experiments and equipment left in the field during a project should be clearly marked 

and include the permittee’s name and address. The Research Permit number should be 

attached. Any items in the Reserve not labeled as above may be removed by Reserve staff.  

6) All experimental gear, trash, and equipment related to the permitted project must be 

removed from the Reserve(s) within one month from the permit expiration. Practicing good 

stewardship ensures the Reserves continue to function as living laboratories for use by 

future scientists. Failure to meet this condition may result in revocation of research 

privileges in the Reserves.  

7) If there are deviations during the project that involve physical or chemical disturbances the 

permittee should contact the Reserve research coordinator to discuss permit revisions.  

8) Carry a copy of your Reserve Research Permit(s) when you conduct permitted research 

within the Reserve. Reserve staff or other law enforcement officers have the right to 

request to see your Research Permit.  

9) A final project report is required within one year of Permit expiration. The following are 

acceptable for a final project report: peer-reviewed publication, dissertation or thesis 

chapter(s), grant final reports or progress reports, or a short review of what was 

accomplished and associated findings. If manuscripts are published after a final report has 

been submitted, we would like to receive copies. We use the results of your work to 

improve site management, as a reporting performance measure, and to communicate 

science to diverse audiences.   

mailto:brandon.puckett@ncdenr.gov
https://files.nc.gov/ncdeq/Coastal%20Management/coastal-reserve/about/rules---policies/NC-Coastal-Reserve-and-Policies.pdf
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/coastal-management/nc-coastal-reserve/about-reserve/management-plans
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/coastal-management/nc-coastal-reserve/about-reserve/management-plans

